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December 03, 2017  

First Sunday of Advent  

  

SACRED HEART 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

624 North Willow Street 

Reedsburg, WI 53959 
  

 

LORD’S DAY 

5:15 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass 

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

1:00 p.m. - 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Sunday Spanish Mass 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5:15 p.m. Tuesday 

8:15 a.m. Wednesday 

8:15 a.m. Thursday 

8:15 a.m. Friday 

8:15 a.m. First Saturdays 
  

CONFESSIONS 

4:15 p.m.–5:00 p.m. Saturday 

30 minutes before the Sunday Masses 
 

ADORATION  

First Friday – 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

Third Saturday – 4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE  

http://www.sacred-heart-online.org/
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PARISH SCHEDULE 
 

Liturgies & Prayer Services 
December 4 – December 10, 2017 

 

 

TUESDAY, December 5 

5:15 p.m. Mass ....................... (Mike Hickey) 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 6 

8:15 a.m. Mass ............. (Pete & Lucy Simon) 

6:30 p.m. ........................ Communal Penance 
 

THURSDAY, December 7 

7:45 a.m. ............................................. Rosary 

8:15 a.m. Mass  ..................... (Nora Lehman) 

11:00 a.m. Mass at Senior Life Center 

............................................... (Ervin Rollette) 

5:15 p.m. Holy Day Vigil Mass 

........................................... (All Parishioners) 
 

FRIDAY, December 8 

6:30 a.m. Holy Day Mass ............. (Dean Alt) 

7:45 a.m. ............................................. Rosary 

8:15 a.m.  Holy Day Mass ...... (Dave Walker) 
 

SATURDAY, December 9 

4:15–5:00 p.m. ........................... Confessions 

5:15 p.m. Mass. ................... (Inga Jernander) 
 

SUNDAY, December 10 

7:30 a.m. ..................................... Confessions 

8:00 a.m. Mass ............... (Les & Tim Haefer) 

10:00 a.m. ................................... Confessions 

10:30 a.m. Mass ................... (Stella Tourdot) 

12:30 a.m.  .................................. Confessions 

1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass ..... (All Parishioners) 
 

 

 
 

Meetings & Other Parish Events 
December 4 – December 10, 2017 

 

Tuesday, December 5 

6:30 p.m. .................................... RAHH (PO) 

7:00 p.m. ............. St. Vincent de Paul (Store) 

Thursday, December 7 

Over 50’s Breakfast  

at Marty’s following 8:15 a.m. Mass 
7:15 p.m. .............................  Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE  
 

December 9-10, 2017 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 5:15 PM 8:00 AM 10:30 AM 

Comm. Kelly Kroon Joseph Hasler Robin Brenner 

Lector Marty Krueger Tommy Lee Jodi Nelson 

EMHCS 

Judy Brey 

Frank Brey 

Deacon Ron 

Wendy Bill 

Deacon Tom 

Teri Ruhland 

Mary Connors 

Deacon Tom 

Kim Leichtman 

Greeters 
Tom Scanlon 

Oleta Scanlon 

Jan Bohl 

Denise Smith 

Evalyn Bindl 

Margaret Gurgel 

Servers 
Gabe Brooks 

 

Caden Schneider 

Ethan Schneider 

Kailey Wilcox 

Hunter Wilcox 

Ushers 

Mark Cummings 

Jack Kaun 

John Miller 

Jay Peterson (H) 

NOT FILLED  

Richard Brandt 

Brian Cunningham 

Kip Cunningham 

Craig Stovey (H) 

Tony Straka 

Mark Bass 

Chris Bjorklund 

Dylan Dunse 

Dennis Rose (H) 

Blake Wilcox 

Ministry 
Head 

Carole Balda Joseph Hasler Mary Connors 

 

December 3, 2017 - First Sunday of Advent 
ñTake heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will come.ò 

 - MARK 13:33  
We all take things for granted. In particular, we take time for granted. Our lives 

are so busy, many of us are planning our time - our days, weeks, months, even 

years in advance. Remember, our time on earth is a gift. None of us knows how 

long we will be here. Start today and begin thanking God for each and every day. 

Take time in silence, every day, and listen to what God is saying to you. 

 

Communal Penance 
December 6

th
  at 6:30 p.m. 

There will be six priests available to hear confessions 

With opportuniti es to go face to face or behind the screen. 
 
 
 

 
 

Immaculate Conception – Holy Day of Obligation 

Join us Thursday, December 7
th

 evening Vigil Mass at 5:15 p.m. or De-

cember 8
th

 Friday morning at 6:30 a.m. or 8:15 a.m. for Mass.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Parish Information  
 

HOME & HOSPITAL VISITS  

If you have a family member who is hospitalized or homebound 

and needs a visit, please call the Parish Center and ask for Deacon 

Tom.  
 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY  

Envelopes for your contributions can be picked up in the church 

entry and placed in the regular collection basket and marked, St. 

Vincent de Paul.  New members are always welcome.  Large item 

donations call the store at 524-7714.  Pick-ups are Saturday morn-

ings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
 

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?  

Call Deacon Tom at 524-2412 or 415-1165.  (You must be able to 

get into and out of a car).  
 

PRAYER LINE  

Please call 768-7014 or 415-1165 if you have special concerns and 

would like a group of people to pray for your intentions; or if you 

would like to join this ministry of prayer. 
 

SACRAMENTS 

For information regarding the Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony 

or Reconciliation refer to our website or call the parish office.  

Website:  www.sacred-heart-online.org 

http://www.sacred-heart-online.org/
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PARISH OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS  
Envelope Contributions last week  .................. $9,469.16 

Electronic giving last week ............................. $1,129.00 

Capital Maintenance ............................................ $65.00 

International Combined Collection .................... $200.00 
 

 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL  

KAREN MARKLEIN  
 

Tuesday, December 5 – Team B Game at. St. John’s 

(Portage) at 5:00 p.m.  
 

Thursday, December 7 – Home BBB Game vs. St. Pe-

ter’s (Reedsburg) at 5:00 p.m.  
  

Friday, December 8 – Soleminty of the Immaculate Con-

ception Mass at 8:15 a.m. led by students. 
 

It is hard to imagine that we are making plans for the 

2018-2019 school year.  Registration for kindergarten has 

begun.  Feel free to refer a family to us.  Contact the 

school’s office for more details.  
 

We would like to thank our special angels that have made 

donations to our school following the break-in.  A Buddy 

Bench was donated to our school.   The purpose of a Bud-

dy Bench is to foster friendship and eliminate loneliness 

on the playground.  Students who use the bench are asked 

to be invited to join others.  We are grateful to our friend 

for purchasing us the bench and to our students who will 

help our friendships grow.  Security cameras were recent-

ly installed at the school thanks to an anonymous donation 

to school.   
 

For He will command His angels concerning you to guard 

you in all your ways.  Psalm 91:11 
 

 

 

PASTORAL M INISTRY  

DEACON TOM  
 

"Nothing seems tiresome or painful when you are working 

for a Master who pays well; who rewards even a cup of 

cold water given for love of Him." — St. Dominic Savio 

 

"If you do not hope, you will not find what is beyond your 

hopes."    — St. Clement of Alexandria 

 

"Crosses release us from this world and by doing so bind 

us to God."   — Blessed Charles de Foucauld 

 

"Men do not fear a powerful hostile army as the powers of 

hell fear the name and protection of Mary." 
— St. Bonaventure 

 

 

Senior Life Resident Gifts 
The 7th grade will be collecting gifts for the Senior Life 

Residents of Reedsburg again this season.  The items we 

collect will be wrapped with a generic label identifying if 

it is for a male or female, and should value less than 

$10.00. All donations of gifts should be brought to Sacred 

Heart School on or before December 11th.  We will be 

“checking our list twice,” and then wrapping them for our 

visit December 15th.   

 

We plan to deliver small gifts with big cheer on our last 

visit before Christmas. Thank you for assisting us bringing 

cheer to the residents and tenants of Reedsburg Area Sen-

ior Life Center.  

(M-denotes a male gift idea, W-denotes a women’s gift 

idea, some gifts work for M/W) 

 

● Magnetic necklace clasps and can be found at 

Walmart (W) 

●  Stationary sets (M/W) 

● LED flameless candles (M/W) 

● Gripper socks or fuzzy socks with grippers on the 

bottom (M/W) 

● Infinity scarves (W) 

●  Unscented lotions (M/W) 

●  Lightly scented lotions for men or women  

● Badger/Packers/Brewers accessories (M) 

● Dove/Jergens body wash (M/W) 

● Decorative pins to wear (W) 

● Room Decorations for different seasons (M/W) 

● Body splash/perfumes in mild scents (W) 

●  Courtyard Café Certificates see business office at 

RASLC to purchase these (M/W) 

● Hair Salon Certificates at RASLC see business of-

fice at RASLC  to purchase these (M/W) 

● Warm scarf for outdoors (M/W) 

● Shawl (W) 

● Small fleece or other lap blanket (M/W) 

● Picture frame (M/W) 
 

 

 

 

 St. Vincent de Paul monthly meeting 
December 5, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Store 675 South Albert Ave. 
 

First Sunday of Advent: 

As we begin Advent we are called to “Be watchful! Be 

alert” as we stand in joyful anticipation for the grace of 

Christmas to once again bless our lives. Your gift in the 

St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the poor to cel-

ebrate the grace of God’s love this Christmas. 
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FAITH FORMATION  

PATRICK ANDERA 
 

CHILDRENS LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 

We will have Children’s Liturgy of the Word offered at 

the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 10
th
 for all 

children ages 3-6. They will be led by two adult parish-

ioners to the parish office for a lesson based on that week-

end’s readings. The children will then return to their par-

ents during the offertory. 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  

First Reconciliation will take place on Wednesday, Dec 

ember 13
th
 at 6:15 pm in the Church. Please keep these 

students in your prayers as they prepare to receive this 

Sacrament for the first time.  

 

YOUTH M INISTRY  
 

 

THANK YOU!!  

A huge thank you to the 

students and adults that 

came and helped with 

our Christmas service 

day last Sunday.  These 

students’ baked cookies 

and put together care packages for some of our Catholic 

nursing home residents around town. They then went out 

and delivered these to those residents.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All post Confirmation students are invited to the next    

Ignite on Wednesday, December 6
th
 from 7-8:30 p.m. in 

the Parish Office basement. 

 

 

 
 

 

Condolences  
Please remember Bob Scott in your prayers for the de-

ceased.  May God grant him eternal rest and may the 

Holy Spirit strengthen the members of his family in their 

grief.  

 

 

 

MUSIC 

ANDREA KOZLOWSKI  
 

The Continuation of Church Music 

and Dispelling Myths about it: 
If you’ve been following along, we’ve 

been examining an article from The 

Catholic Miscellany written by Father 

Christopher Smith’s where he exam-

ines some common myths about music in the Catholic 

Church.  This week we will look at myth #7: 
 

Myth 7. Chant is too hard for people today to sing.   
 

There are two principal obstacles to chant today. Many 

people are no longer fluent enough in Latin to understand 

or even pronounce it properly, and even most musicians 

are unfamiliar with its notation. 
 

Just as it takes practice and education to play an instru-

ment well, it takes time and patience to learn the language 

and the markings of chant. There are resources for musi-

cians to learn the chant properly, and teaching choirs and 

congregations chant may take time, but it will yield amaz-

ing results.  
 

Many people sing things that are actually more difficult. 

Consistent effort will break down barriers and open up 

new possibilities for people to sing.   
 

When Msgr. Martin Hellriegel became pastor of Holy 

Cross in St. Louis in the 1950s, nobody in his parish had 

ever heard chant. He started teaching the school children, 

and the adults were inspired to learn. Within a few years, 

his people knew several chant Masses and could sing out 

of the church’s official hymnal, the Graduale Romanum. 
 

Dedication and perseverance gave the people confidence 

that they could sing Gregorian chant and many people to-

day still know from memory the music they learned in the 

parish.” 
 

Next Choir Rehearsal: 

Thursday, December 7
th
  @ 7:15 

 

Upcoming December Rehearsals for Children's’ Choir: 

between the 8:00 and 10:30a.m. Mass on Sunday, Decem-

ber 10
th
 and 17

th
  

Any students in elementary or middle school are welcome 

to join! 
 

*** Calling all High School Students or other young 

adults***  
 

We would love to have a Young Adult Choir sing at a 

Mass on Christmas Eve.  Please let Andrea know if you 

can join!  Call the parish office, stop after Mass, or email 

music@sacred-heart-online.org  

 

 

mailto:music@sacred-heart-online.org
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JUSTICE &  PEACE 
 

 

The Justice & Peace Commission of St. Thomas Aquinas 

parish in Madison has asked us to join them in continuing 

education and prayer for social justice causes.  They are 

currently addressing human trafficking (as we have been 

doing for the past two years).  They have created a means 

for people in our diocese to take two actions to deal with 

the problem of trafficking: 

 

Prayer: they have created a web site 

 (https://www.prayerwarriors.org/ ) that tells about their 

monthly cause and invites us to pray, listing prayers that 

may be said. 

 

Education:  We are invited to join in their web confer-

ence online or by phone on Tues, Dec. 5 (7-7:45 p.m.) or 

Thurs., Dec. 7 (1:30-2:25 p.m.).  You can join the conver-

sation online in your own home by signing up at  

(https://www.prayerwarriors.org/cause.html ) 

 

or by calling: (872) 240-3212.  Access Code 264-491-253 

for Dec. 5 or   (646) 749-3112.  Access Code: 472-970-

693 for Dec. 7. 

 

 

Give the Gift of Life this Christmas 

     
Donate Blood on Saturday, December 16

th
  

from 7:30 am to 11:30 am. 

Sign up at www.bcw.edu/reedsburg or call BloodCenter at 

877-232-4376.  Please note the drive will be held in the 

gym at the school.  Signs will direct you. 

 
 

Bless Our Priests Collection  

for Diocese of Madison Retired Priests 

December 9
th
 and 10

th 

Next weekend!  Bless Our Priests Collection 

for Diocesan Retired Priests – Please take 

advantage of this opportunity to offer support to the re-

tired priests of our diocese by helping provide for their 

retirement needs.  Your donation will help serve those 

who have faithfully served us!  Thank you.  
 

 

 

Christmas Flower Memorials 

Flowers are one way in which we welcome 

Christmas.  Each year parishioners may 

make donations for Christmas trees and 

flowers in memory of a loved one.  If you 

would like to contribute to this fund, you may 

pick up a form from the side table in the vestibule. 

 

 

 

Winter Gala  
February 10, 2018  

at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

$50.00 per ticket  
 

ÙSeating for 8-10 per table  Ù Appetizer Dinner 
ÙLive & Silent Auctions  ÙBeer & Wine Bars 
Ù Casino Entertainment  ÙLive Music 

 

I f you are interested in attending  
Please contact Renee Mikonowicz at 

415-3741 or Melissa Brandt at 393 -3741. 
 
 

 
 

We are searching for a new bowl for our 

Baptismal Font 

Size of this bowl is a 16 ½-16 ¾ in diameter and  4 ½ to 

5 inches deep, should be a smooth bowl as to not dam-

age the marble.  The current bowl was a punch bowl.  

If you have a bowl that you want to donate, please con-

tact Angela in the office. 

 
 

 

 

Advertiser of the Week 
Please support the advertisers in your bulletin, and thank them for their 

continued support.  They make your bulletin possible.  We encourage 

you to use the services of this week’s Special Advertiser:          

Krueger Printing & Office Supplies, Inc. 

https://www.prayerwarriors.org/
https://www.prayerwarriors.org/cause.html
http://www.bcw.edu/reedsburg
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First  Sunday of Advent 
 

Waiting 
 

O God, you are the maker of heaven and 

earth, the potter who fashioned all of crea-

tion.  Come and rouse our hearts from 

despair and fill us with the light of faith 

as we await your return.  Grant us patient 

perseverance during this period of wait-

ing 

so that, having been enriched by Christ 

Jesus, we may joyfully and faithfully live 

in this world.  Keep us vigilant in our daily living. 

Wipe away all darkness so our hearts may be made holy and 

pure.  Like our ancestors in faith, we cry out to you to come and 

save us!  Filled with hope, we trust that all creation will be made 

new on the day of your return. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Sunday, December 3, 2017 – Keep Alert 

Todayôs Readings: Isaiah 63:16bï17, 19b; 64:2ï7; Psalm 

80:2ï3, 15ï16, 18ï19; 1 Corinthians 1:3ï9; Mark 13:33ï37. 

Today’s readings may not be what you expect as this season of 

hope and longing begins. Two general themes unfold during 

Advent: the first two Sundays invite the Church to reflect on the 

Second Coming of Christ, while the final two Sundays direct 

our attention more specifically to the Incarnation. Along with 

the readings, be attentive to the Collects, or Opening Prayers, 

during the next few weeks, to notice these themes. 

The overarching theme for today is “Keep alert.” The 

First Reading, a communal lament (63:16b–17, 19) and a prayer 

(64:2–7), focuses our attention on a hurting world. When there 

is suffering, it is easy to complain or become cynical and forget 

God’s faithfulness. St. Paul is telling us that in Christ we have 

already received the gifts we need to remain faithful during this 

life, this in between time. This is important information as we 

look to the Gospel. Jesus is very clear that we do not know the 

day or time of the Second Coming. Like the servants whose 

master is away, we have been charged to continue preaching the 

Good News, to keep our “house” in good working order. 

We must remain watchful so that at that final hour, we 

may be found ready to give all glory and honor to the living 

God. This week, as you prepare your Jesse tree, consider the 

ways our ancestors were watchful and remained faithful. What 

might help you remain vigilant? 

 

This Week at Home 
Monday, December 4 – Peace 

At the beginning of Advent, the Church invites us to ponder the 

Reign of God. The First Reading paints an image of God gather-

ing and instructing the nations. God’s instruction leads the na-

tions to unity and peace. Our world continues to be divided so 

we must continue to pray for peace and strive to make known 

the Reign of God. Also, do you notice a familiar text in the 

Gospel? We say this prayer before receiving Holy Communion. 

At dinner, take some time to discuss this phrase and its relation 

to the Eucharistic table. Todayôs Readings: Isaiah 2:1ï5; Psalm 

122:1ï2, 3ï4b, 4cdï5, 6ï7, 8ï9; Matthew 8:5ï11. 

 

Tuesday, December 5 – Jesus Revealer of the Father 

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus rejoicing over what God has 

revealed to the disciples. To understand the reference the reader 

needs to read verse 17 of the chapter, which describes a battle 

between good and evil. Like the disciples, we must be watchful, 

work for justice, and fend off evil. Those who have seen Christ 

know the Father. Today, create a Jesse tree with your family and 

discuss Christ’s role in salvation. Todayôs Readings: Isaiah 

11:1ï10; Psalm 72:1ï2, 7ï8, 12ï13, 17; Luke 10:21ï24. 

 

Wednesday, December 6 – St. Nicholas 

The message of the First Reading and Gospel helps us under-

stand St. Nicholas’ desire to serve the poor and needy. Jesus, 

whose love is overflowing, inspired Nicholas to give generously 

to others. Instead of seeking gifts today, read about St. Nicholas 

and decide how your family might share its resources with the 

poor. Todayôs Readings: Isaiah 25:6ï10a; Psalm 23: 1ï3a, 3bï

4, 5, 6; Matthew 15:29ï37. 

 

Thursday, December 7 – St. Ambrose 

Advent invites us to look into our hearts to discern our willing-

ness to listen and to respond to God’s call. The readings today 

tell us that only the just will enter God’s Kingdom and stand 

firm amidst adversity. Is your heart open to the Father’s will? In 

what ways do you struggle to listen and respond to God? Take 

time today to journal and name ways you are living the Father’s 

will. Todayôs Readings: Isaiah 26:1ï6; Psalm 118:1 and 8ï9, 

19ï21, 2ï27a; Matthew 7:21, 24ï27. 

 

Friday, December 8 – The Immaculate Conception 

Today’s solemnity celebrates God’s grace working in Mary that 

kept her free of sin from the moment of her conception. The 

Gospel passage helps us understand that throughout her life she 

cooperates with God’s grace. Confronted by the angel Gabriel, 

she puts aside her entire self and says yes. She is the New Eve, 

the mother of all the living. Unlike Eve in Genesis, Mary hum-

bly and obediently accepts God’s will and brings forth life in 

Jesus. After dinner, sing the Magnificat and discuss the power-

ful images. Todayôs Readings: Genesis 3:9ï15, 20, Psalm 98:1, 

2ï3ab, 3cdï4; Ephesians 1:3ï6, 11ï12; Luke 1:26ï38. 

 

Saturday, December 9 – Discipleship 

Jesus, in today’s Gospel, commissions the disciples to “cure the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” as part 

of their mission to proclaim the Reign of God. In Baptism each 

of us was commissioned to live in such a way that our lives pro-

claim the Good News. What does it look like to “cure” the sick 

or “drive out” demons today? Jesus is calling us to go to the 

margins and proclaim God’s Reign. Today, consider celebrating 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Todayôs Readings: Isaiah 

30:19ï21, 23ï26; Psalm 147:1ï2, 3ï4, 5ï6; Matthew 9:35ꞈð

10:1, 5a, 6ï8. 

 
© 2017 Liturgy Training Publications; 800-933-1800. Written by Tim-

othy A. Johnston. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised 

Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright © 1993 and 1989 

by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights re-

served. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago 

on February 23, 2017. 
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Spiritual Reflection for December 2017 
 

Happy Endings 
 

 Our life creates a story.  Each stage of our 

life adds a new chapter to the story. Recently, I spent 

a couple of nights with two of my sisters reflecting 

on our life stories and adding to them as we shared 

time together, talking, eating, watching movies, 

laughing, and reminiscing.  A theme of endings and 

beginnings woke me in the night. Let’s reflect on 

what our life story has to do with happy endings. 
 

 Who doesn’t love a happy ending?  Wouldn’t 

it be great if all stories ended that way?  Yet, what 

could be further from reality in this world?  Clearly, 

not every story has a happy, walk away smiling, end-

ing.  The truth is for many people happiness is elu-

sive. For some there is pain and struggle from the be-

ginning, whether physical or emotional the pain and 

struggle many people face as their story unfolds is 

hard to imagine and never fully understood.   
 

 During the holiday season we naturally re-

flect back on our life story, our history, our roots, our 

traditions and we try to fit our life events into their 

proper place. Not all memories bring a smile to our 

face and many we wish were not part of our story. 

These memories make it hard to withstand the pres-

sure around the holidays; to be happy, to spend frivo-

lously, and to put on an artificial smile. Holiday pres-

sure is something we have allowed into our lives.  

Over the years it seems the celebration of the Christ-

mas story has turned into a commercialized holiday 

which requires elaborate lighting and lots of food and 

entertaining. 
 

The real story of Christmas had nothing to do 

with lavish decorations or big dinner parties.  The 

Christmas story is about the birth of a savior, in a 

stable with animals and a bright star that led others to 

this glorious event. It is the beginning of a happy 

ending. We read in John 3:16, “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him will not perish, but have eternal 

life”. 

 Even Jesus’ life was filled with turmoil and 

death, but it has a happy ending: resurrection and 

new life.  This is the story of Christmas joy.  The 

happy ending we are all invited to share. Our stories 

reflect the faith we have in the true Christmas story. 
 

 

 

 There is a song written by Shawn and Dennis 

Morgan, titled, In the Time That You Gave Me.  It has 

been a powerful tool for me as I reflect on my own 

life story and as I decide what I might want to write 

into the next chapters of my life. The words chal-

lenge me; they challenge us, to consider our contribu-

tions to happy endings in the life stories of others. 
 

As the story unfolds may we fulfill our pur-

pose in life by renewing the compassion of Christ 

toward one another.  Let us contribute in a positive 

way to the greater good in the world. Now that is 

what I call a happy ending!   
 

Questions to ponder: 

What is my life story? 

How have I made someone else’s life a bit easier? 

What is God calling me to do with my life? 

 

 Merry Christmas, 

 Tammy Koenecke, RN, BSN, MASL 

 Spiritual Care Coordinator, RAMC 

 

 
 

In the Time That You Gave Me,  

by Shawn and Dennis Morgan 
 

In the time that you gave me, did I give all I could give 

Did I love all I could love, did I live all I could live 

Was my faith in your grace strong enough to save me 

Did I do all I could do in the time that you gave me 
 

In the time that you gave me did I face the devil down 

Did I make him turn away every time I stood my ground 

If today is the day you should decide to take me 

Did I do all I could do in the time that you gave me 
 

Oh and I'll never know 'til it's over 

But I wanna fly on your shoulders 

Might have strayed from the path 

I might have gone a little crazy 

I like to think I did you proud in the time that you gave me 
 

Oh and I'll never know 'til it's over 

But I wanna fly on your shoulders 

Might have strayed from the path 

I might have gone a little crazy 

I like to think I did you proud in the time that you gave me 
 

And as the hourglass empties, no it won't even phase me 

If I did all I could do in the time that you gave me 
 

If I did all I could do in the time that you gave me 
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