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Inside this week’s bulletin:
NOTE: THIS BULLETIN IS THIS WEEK’S AND NEXT WEEK’S

 Parish Office Closed on December 26, 2017 – see page 2
 Upcoming Youth & Adult Activities (Important dates) – see page 5
 Winter Gala information – see page 9

PARISH SCHEDULE

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Liturgies & Prayer Services

December 30-31, 2017

December 24 – December 31, 2017
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Mass
........................................... (All Parishioners)
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass(All Parishioners)
11:00 a.m. Spanish Mass ... (All Parishioners)
TUESDAY, December 26
......................................................... No Mass
WEDNESDAY, December 27
......................................................... No Mass
THURSDAY, December 28
7:45 a.m. ............................................. Rosary
8:15 a.m. Mass ..................... (Jerry Greeley)
11:00 a.m. Word & Communion
..................................... at Senior Life Center
FRIDAY, December 29
7:45 a.m. ............................................. Rosary
8:15 a.m. Mass . (Michael & Yvonne Straka)
SATURDAY, December 30
4:15–5:00 p.m. ........................... Confessions
5:15 p.m. Mass. .................... (Melvin Dunse)
SUNDAY, December 31
7:30 a.m. ..................................... Confessions
8:00 a.m. Mass .................. (All Parishioners)
10:00 a.m. ................................... Confessions
10:30 a.m. Mass .. (Carl & Josephine Dankert
...................................... And John Mackesey)

PARISH SCHEDULE
Liturgies & Prayer Services
January 1 – January 7, 2018
TUESDAY, January 2
5:15 p.m. .................. (Ray & Rita Anderson)
WEDNESDAY, January 3
8:15 a.m. ........... (Irene & John Nowakowski)
THURSDAY, January 4
7:45 a.m. ............................................. Rosary
8:15 a.m. Mass ....................... (John Carroll)
11:00 a.m. Mass at Senior Life Center
.............................................. (Gerard Bittner)
FRIDAY, January 5
7:45 a.m. ............................................. Rosary
8:15 a.m. Mass ............. (Victor McDermott)
9:00 a.m. ........................................ Adoration
4:00 p.m. .................................... Benediction
SATURDAY, January 6
8:15 a.m. ....................... (Helen Cunningham)
8:45 a.m. ...................................(Confessions)
4:15–5:00 p.m. ........................... Confessions
5:15 p.m. Mass. ................... (Inga Jernander)

Feast of the Holy Family
5:15 PM

10:30 AM
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"A savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord!" - Lk 2:11

Brothers and sisters, praising our Savior for all He has done is the
greatest joy of life! It is wonderful to be able to do this together
this Christmas. A most heartfelt welcome to all of you!
This summer I had a unique opportunity to go on a long retreat and
also work with Mother Teresa's sisters in Ethiopia. I lifted you up
often in my prayers before God. Through those experiences, I am
coming to realize more and more how our American culture, as
blessed as we are materially, is suffering deeply from spiritual sickness. So many of us feel unloved, struggle to find meaning and purpose in life, or are enslaved to our own desires and our own will.
Jesus has come to heal and save. He is love made flesh; he is the
meaning we are searching for; he is the great liberator. But he
comes not to overpower us, rather we see him born as a helpless
child to invite our adoration and our free choice of love. Doing his
will is what makes us truly happy. But he does not force us to do his
will. We must freely relinquish our own plans and desires and
choose his plan and desire. This is what it means to truly call Jesus
"Lord."
As we sing "Joy to the world, the Lord is come!" this Christmas, let
us truly make him the Lord of our lives. This is the greatest response to the gift of the Savior.
A very merry Christmas to you and yours!
Fr Dave

SUNDAY, January 7
7:30 a.m. ..................................... Confessions
8:00 a.m. Mass .................. (All Parishioners)
10:00 a.m. ................................... Confessions
10:30 a.m. Mass .............. (David Bodendein)
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Parish Office will be closed
On December 25-26th and on January 1st

Sacred Heart Christmas Mass on Local
Cable Channel. Reedsburg Knights of
Columbus Council 3805 will again this
year sponsor the rebroadcast of the 6 p.m.
Christmas Eve service from Sacred Heart
Church in Reedsburg on Local Access
Channel 11 of the Reedsburg Utility. The
broadcast will air on Christmas Day at
10:00 a.m. and again at 4:00 p.m. on
Channel #11.
This will be live streamed starting at 5:50
p.m. which can be viewed at
livestream.com click on Tommy Lee
News link.
This is the sixth year that the local Council of the Knights of Columbus has sponsored this broadcast. The Mass will be
celebrated by Father David Carrano.
Grand Knight of Msgr. Condon Council
Paul Quigley and all of the Knights of
Columbus wish everyone a Blessed
Christmas.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
January 6-7, 2018

The Epiphany of the Lord
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December 24, 2017 - 4th Sunday of Advent
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”- LUKE 1:28

Meetings & Other Parish Events
December 25, 2017 – Jan. 7, 2018
Tuesday, December 26
.................................... Parish Office is closed
Thursday, December 28
3:00 p.m. ........... Mobile Food Pantry (VFW)
Wednesday, January 3
5:00 p.m. .... Office gathering (PO Basement)
Thursday, January 4

Over 50’s Breakfast
at Marty’s following 8:15 a.m. Mass
7:15 p.m. ............................. Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, January 6
10:00 a.m. .........................Prayer Shawl (PO)

Faith is a gift from God. Take time in silence and thank Him for all the gifts
He has given you. Try to set aside any anger or resentment you have and really open your heart to receive the gift of God’s mercy and forgiveness. We
can’t give what we don’t have. We need to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness first before we can give it to others.

December 31, 2017 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.” - COLOSSIANS 3:13
Forgiveness – one of the hardest things for people to do. It’s amazing how
long we can hold a grudge or be angry with someone. As we celebrate the
feast of the Holy Family, take this opportunity to give the gift of forgiveness
to someone - maybe someone in your family, maybe a friend, maybe a coworker or neighbor or, maybe yourself. Pick up the phone or text someone
right now.

Note: The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is Not a Holy
Day of Obligation this year since it falls on a Monday.
2017 Contributions: In order for your contributions to be counted as deductions
for 2017, your contributions must be received at the Parish Office on or before
Saturday, December 31, 2017. Anything after that date, no matter what the
date on the check is, will be counted for 2018.

Advertiser of the Week
Please support the advertisers in your bulletin, and thank them for their continued
support. They make your bulletin possible. We encourage you to use the services of this week’s Special Advertiser:
Meister Forest Products, Inc
Sacred Heart Church | December 24, 2017
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PARISH OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS
Envelope Contributions last week ................ $14,575.00
Electronic giving last week.............................. $1,159.00
Capital Maintenance .......................................... $500.00

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
KAREN MARKLEIN
Sacred Heart School will be on Christmas break from
December 22-January 1st. Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 2nd.
The seventh graders
and Mrs. Moritz
enjoyed sharing
Christmas gifts at
the Senior Life
Center last Friday.
Thank you to all
those that donated items to brighten Christmas for the
residents.
Mrs. Meyer and our students did an AMAZING job on
our Christmas program this past Tuesday! We thank
them for their hard work and sharing their talents with us!
Thank you to all those who supported the bake sale. The
proceeds will be used for the music program.
The faculty and staff of SHS would like to wish all of
you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Thank you for your ongoing support throughout the year.

PASTORAL MINISTRY
DEACON TOM
"Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and
basic emotional memory within us, namely, the memory
of the God who became a child. This is a healing
memory; it brings hope."
— Pope Benedict XVI
"There are two ways of knowing how good God is: one is
never to lose Him, and the other is to lose Him and then
to find Him."
— Archbishop Fulton Sheen
"Only he will receive, will find, and will enter who perseveres in asking, seeking and knocking."
— St. Louis de Montfort

4

December 24, 2017 | Sacred Heart Church

MUSIC
ANDREA KOZLOWSKI
Thank you to all of those who answered the call to musical ministry this Christmas season.
Thank you to the children’s choir
and young adults who joined their
voices! We are also grateful for the
continued presence of our choir
members and especially our accompanist, Ruth Ann who donates
so much of her time!
Children's Choir Arrival Time for Christmas Eve: 3:30
6pm Mass Choir Arrival Time for Christmas Eve: 5:35
Adult Choir Arrival Time for Christmas Eve: 9:35

KNOW YOUR LITURGY
Blessing of a Christmas Tree: “The use of the Christmas tree is relatively modern. Its origins are found in the
medieval mystery plays that depicted the tree of paradise
and the Christmas light or candle that symbolized Christ,
the Light of the world.
According to custom, the Christmas tree is set up just
before
Christmas and may remain in place until the Solemnity of
Epiphany. The lights of the tree are illuminated after the
prayer of blessing. In the home the Christmas tree may
be blessed by a parent or another family member, in connection with the evening meal on the Vigil of Christmas
or at another suitable time on Christmas Day” (from the
USCCB web site).
The Catholic Book of Blessings presents this portion of
the blessing prayer for our use: “Lord God, let your
blessing come upon us as we illumine this tree. May the
light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our
hearts. May all who delight in this tree come to the
knowledge and joy of salvation. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. R/. Amen.”
Solemnity of Mary. The Church begins each new year
with a celebration of the Blessed Mother. Mary is
revered, having been given her most solemn title: “Theotokos,” Mother of God. This title was bestowed in 431
A.D. at the Council of Ephesus (New Advent Catholic
Encyclopedia) and, since 1969 is now celebrated on the
very first day of the year (Pope Paul VI, Novus Ordo). It
is fitting that each New Year begins by recognizing Mary
as central to our entire Christmas celebration—as the
vessel for Jesus’ entry into our world and our lives.

FAITH FORMATION
PATRICK ANDERA
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
We are looking for a few extra parents to help lead Children’s Liturgy of the Word so that we can offer it more
than once a month. Please email faithformation@rucls.net if you’re willing to help. Thank you!
Our next Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be held at
the 10:30 am Mass on January 14th.

YOUTH MINISTRY
LOVE BEGINS HERE REGISTRATION
Registration is now open for the Love Begins Here summer mission trips. Registration will be done online this
year. You can click on the following link to sign-up.
https://madisondiocese.org/lovebeginshere
Space is limited! Email faithformation@rucls.net if you
have any questions.
High School LBH: June 17-22 (Sun Prairie)
Middle School LBH: July 15-18 (Monona)

HIGH SCHOOL TUBING/CHRISTMAS PARTY
Come join us for an afternoon of tubing at Cascade
Mountain on Sunday, January 21st from 1:30-5 pm. Following tubing we will be having a late Christmas party at
Sacred Heart Gym from 5:30-8 pm. The cost is
$15/person for tubing. The Christmas party is free. If students don't want to tube they are welcome to just join us
at Sacred Heart School at 5:30 pm for the Christmas party. Please email Pat if you’re interested in either of both
of these events. Deadline to sign-up is Friday, January
12th.
NEWSBOYS CHRISTAN CONCERT
All middle and high school students are invited to come
watch the Newsboys in Dubuque, Iowa on Saturday,
March 10th The cost is $35 which covers the concert
ticket, ride to Dubuque and dinner. We bought 10 tickets
so it’s first come, first serve. Email Pat if you'd like to
attend.

ADULT/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
SPIRITS & SPIRITUALITY
All Young Adults are invited to UNO’s Pizza in Lake
Delton on Thursday, January 11th at 6:30 p.m. for a
speaker and social gathering. January’s featured speaker
is Father Scott Jablonski who will be giving a talk entitled, "Why do we need the Church (and not just Jesus)"?
Grab a beer, meet other young adults and come listen to
Father Scott. This is event is co-sponsored by Sacred
Heart Parish, St. Cecilia Parish and St. Joseph Parish.

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS
We will be offering a day long class on Christian Prayer
on Saturday, January 20th from 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Sacred Heart School. This class is open to any adult that
wants to learn more about their Catholic faith. The cost is
only $10 which includes lunch. Please email Pat to register. Deadline to sign-up is January 12th.

Mobile Food Pantry
This Thursday, December 28. Although many of us
may be amidst Christmas and New Year’s celebrations
this week, there are still people in need of food. So,
we will hold this month’s Sacred Heart Mobile Food
Pantry as scheduled on the 4th Thursday of the month.
This Thursday we will distribute food at the VFW Hall
on Veteran’s Drive. We are so grateful to all the volunteers who help with food distribution each month.
Workers are needed any time between 3:00 and 6:30
p.m., so if you are available and are able to help, we
would be grateful for your assistance. Those in need of
food are encouraged to sign-in after 3:00 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul
Fourth Sunday of Advent:
Imagine how Mary felt at the birth of
Jesus: excited, awed, frightened. Deep
faith was her light in the darkness, for Jesus was born
during the night of the year when darkness is the longest.
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
brought light into the darkness surrounding the
heart of those living in poverty bringing them the
real, lasting, and deep joy of Christmas.
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JUSTICE & PEACE
The wait is almost over! Jesus is being born anew within
our being. What a great reason to be joyful and to celebrate. Jesus is bringing us true peace not the lack of
peace and injustice of the world. Treasure the gifts we
are given. Do not be burdened by negativity. What is it
that God asks of us? Reflect on a quote from Micah 6:8
“Act justly, love tenderly, and walk with your God.”
January 1 is “World Day of Peace,”
and this year Pope Francis' focus for World Day of Peace
is: Migrants and Refugees: Men and Women in Search of
Peace. In his New Year message for all of us, he has
said: “Peace . . . is a profound aspiration for everyone,
for each individual and all peoples, and especially for
those who most keenly suffer its absence. Among these
whom I constantly keep in my thoughts and prayers, I
would once again mention the over 250 million migrants
worldwide, of whom 22.5 million are refugees. [who] in
order to find that peace, are willing to risk their lives on a
journey that is often long and perilous, to endure hardships and suffering, and to encounter fences and walls
built to keep them far from their goal. In a spirit of compassion, let us embrace all those fleeing from war and
hunger, or forced by discrimination, persecution, poverty
and environmental degradation to leave their homelands.
We know that it is not enough to open our hearts to the
suffering of others. Much more remains to be done before our brothers and sisters can once again live peacefully in a safe home. Welcoming others requires concrete
commitment, a network of assistance and goodwill, vigilant and sympathetic attention, the responsible management of new and complex situations that at times compound numerous existing problems, to say nothing of resources, which are always limited. By practicing the virtue of prudence, government leaders should take practical
measures to welcome, promote, protect, integrate and,
‘within the limits allowed by a correct understanding of
the common good, to permit [them] to become part of a
new society.’ [St. John XXIII from Pacem in Terris,
106]” (from the Vatican Web site via USCCB)

We are searching for a new bowl for our
Baptismal Font
Size of this bowl is a 16 ½-16 ¾ in diameter and 4 ½ to 5
inches deep, should be a smooth bowl as to not damage
the marble. The current bowl was a punch bowl. If you
have a bowl that you want to donate, please contact Angela in the office.
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Prayer Request
Greg and Tammy Wilcox would like to ask for your
prayers for their upcoming Mission Trip to Trinidad with
“Family Mission Company” December 26th through January 4th. They would also like to ask for your prayers for
the needy people of Trinidad and the entire Mission
group. The Mission group consists of volunteer lay
Catholic missionaries, families and singles. On this trip
they will engage in Christian service through work projects, visiting the elderly and handicapped, prison ministry, and extending the healing ministry of Jesus. The
whole experience is centered around prayer and fellowship.
To find out more information about Family Mission
Company or donate please visit their website at:
https://www.familymissionscompany.com
melissa@familymissionscompany.com

Gentlemen: Is your New Year’s Resolution to give
back more to your community, volunteer to help at
charity events, become stronger in your faith, and/or
surround yourself with men who continue to show the
strength of their faith publically, then why not consider
joining the Knights of Columbus! There are many in
your faith family who belong and would be glad to
have you join. If you are interested or would like additional information, please contact your parish's Grand
Knight or Membership Coordinator. You may also
contact me, District Deputy Paul Quigley, 608-3931623.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Find Us Ready
Good and gracious God,
who sent the angel Gabriel to announce the gift of your Son, your
love for us has no limits and endures
forever. As we prepare for the coming of Christ, eliminate within us all sin and fear, giving us
pure hearts to receive him. May the Holy Spirit fill us with
your grace, just as Mary was so filled, and find us ready to
stand in your presence to serve you. Keep us faithful to the
covenant you made with our ancestors. May your joy saturate our beings as we go forth proclaiming your salvation,
so that, on that final day, we will forever sing your goodness. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sunday, December 24, 2017 – Mystery Revealed
Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm
89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38. The
readings proclaimed at the liturgy today invite us to ponder
the mystery revealed in the birth of Christ. David wishes to
build a proper house for the ark of God. The prophet Nathan
reveals that God has a much bigger plan: to establish a
house for him. God will build up the nation to prosper until
the end of time. Because of the Incarnation, we are heirs to
this promise and are members of God’s household. As the
psalm states, God has made a covenant with his people
and we continue the song of praise and thanksgiving.
This promise cannot be fulfilled without Mary’s yes.
Since the time of the fall, all creation has waited for Mary.
God chose her to bear his Son, the Messiah who establishes the Reign of God. Have you ever been in a situation
where you had to give up everything (die to self) for another, especially for God’s will? Here is a young woman whose
whole life changes when she humbly says, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.”
Tomorrow, the Christian world celebrates the birth
of Jesus. The season of Christmas, challenges us to grow
deeper in faith. Jesus reveals the Father’s love and mercy.
At every liturgy, the Church celebrates this mystery and receives the presence of God’s own Son. We are to become
what we receive — the Body of Christ. Take time today to
reflect on your yes and see in what ways God has revealed
himself to you.

This Week at Home
Mon., December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Today’s psalm captures the importance of this solemnity in
the life of the world. The psalmist sings a song of praise for
the mighty deeds God has done. As Christians, we celebrate God’s gift of the Incarnation, which has made salvation known; all creation blesses God’s holy name. During
dinner tonight, read and reflect on the story of Christ’s birth.
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 98:1, 2–3, 3–4, 5–6;
Hebrews 1:1–6; John 1:1–18.

Tuesday, December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen
Have you ever thought about what it would be like to be a
martyr? In his martyrdom, Stephen teaches us to remain
fervent and faithful in our commitment to Christ. Although it
is not always easy to keep our baptismal promises, we must

trust, as Jesus says, that the Spirit will speak through us.
Practicing a regular prayer life will help us remain faithful.
Take time today to pray for those who continue to be persecuted for their faith; research one modern martyr. Today’s
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 6:8–10; 7:54–59; Psalm 31:3cd–4,
6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17–22.

Wednesday, December 27 – St. John
The word witness is a good summary for the readings today. Because of the encounter that the disciples and Mary
Magdalene had with Christ, they were compelled to share
the Word of life. John is willing to give his life for Christ. In
Baptism, each of us is intimately woven into the life of God
and therefore, we, like the early disciples, must witness to
our encounter with the Risen Christ. Everything we are and
do must proclaim Christ, who is life. Like John, take time
today to write your “gospel,” the story of your encounter with
Christ. Today’s Readings: 1 John 1:1–4; Psalm 97:1–2, 5–6, 11–
12; John 20:1a and 2–8.

Thursday, December 28 – Feast of the Holy Innocents
Today the Church commemorates the life of those children
who were executed by Herod. During this short Christmas
cycle, martyrdom is highlighted, as the feasts of Sts. Stephen and John are also celebrated. In the Middle Ages,
these early martyrs were known as companions of Christ.
Their stories invite us to reflect on the effect of the Incarnation. Christ is the one who frees us from all bondage and
saves us from death. Martyrdom is a profession of deep
faith in Christ. Let your prayer today be for all who have
been executed for the sake of Christ. Today’s Readings: 1
John 1:5 — 2:2; Psalm 124:2–3, 4–5, 7cd and 8; Matthew 2:13–18.

Friday, December 29 – Light
The birth of Christ revealed God’s greatest gift to the universe. He truly is the Light of the World, the one who brings
us out of darkness. John tells us that those who love and
remain in love will have the light. Simeon, in the Gospel,
tells us that Jesus is the light that will reveal God’s love and
mercy to the world. At Baptism, each of us received a lighted candle to remind us that Christ’s light is in us, and that
we are called to share that light in acts of love. Light your
baptismal candle today. Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:3–11;
Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 5b–6; Luke 2:22–35.

Saturday, December 30 – God’s Will
“Do not love the world or the things in the world” is a key
message in today’s First Reading. John reminds us that we
know God and God is within us. Yet we are often enticed by
the ideals of this world, and we can easily be misdirected.
We must listen to the voice of love within us. God calls us to
share the Good News and live according to his will. Listening in prayer helps us remain confident in our vocation.
Make a list of those times you have ignored God and then
offer them in prayer. Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:12–17; Psalm
96:7–8a, 8b–9, 10; Luke 2:36–40.
© 2017 Liturgy Training Publications; 800-933-1800. Written by Timothy A.
Johnston. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible:
Catholic Edition, copyright © 1993 and 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 23, 2017.
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The Nativity of the Lord
Awaken Your Love
Loving God,
you sent your Word to dwell
among us and reveal to us your
glory. By sending us the Light,
your only Son, you have blessed
your people who once lived in
darkness. On this great feast of the Incarnation, we lift our
voices and give you praise for your awesome deeds. Like
your servant John the Baptist, grant us confidence to testify
to the gift of your Son, who is our salvation. Send us forth
proclaiming the gifts of your mercy and love, which you revealed in your Incarnate Word, so that, all who hear the
Good News may come to know Christ. May we, who received the Light at Baptism, persevere in faith, hope, and
love as we forever sing of your saving power. Through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Monday, December 25, 2017 – Word Made Flesh
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 98:1, 2–3, 3–4, 5–6;
Hebrews 1:1–6; John 1:1–18. On this day, all creation sings

out in joy, for the Lord God has revealed to us his mighty
deeds. During Advent and Christmas, it is easy to be caught
up in the hype of secular society. As Christians, however,
we need to reflect upon the “saving power of God” (Psalm
98). What does the Incarnation mean in your life and in the
life of the Christian? Praying with Psalm 98, it becomes
clear how profound God’s love is for his Chosen People,
and this is what we celebrate in unison with every corner of
creation.
John’s Gospel recounts the story of the Incarnation
in an extended poetic form. Jesus, the Word become flesh,
shines in the darkness and is the One who gives life. Every
Sunday when we hear the Scriptures proclaimed, the Word
is alive and trying to find a home in our hearts. Listen to the
Word; hear the Word; allow the Word to rouse your heart to
action and transform it so your life becomes a proclamation
of the Good News, the Word made flesh.

This Week at Home
Las Posadas – Las Posadas is a nine-day Advent celebration that begins on December 16 and ends on Christmas
Eve. Today, it is celebrated in many Latin American countries and has become common across the United Stated.
Augustinian Spanish friars, who were evangelizing the New
World, first brought Las Posadas to Mexico during the sixteenth century. In 1586, Pope Sixtus V issued a Papal Bull
that granted permission for Christmas Masses to be celebrated the nine days preceding the solemnity of Christ’s
birth.
Las Posadas is intended to help participants prepare for the celebration of the birth of Christ. The novenalike celebration is a communal event that reenacts Mary and
Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. The nine days also symbolize the nine months of Mary’s pregnancy. The Lucan Gospel account tells us that Mary and Joseph searched for a
place to stay, but the inn (posada) was full. They find shelter, but not in an inn, which is how Jesus is born in the
manger.
For this celebration, the community gathers during
the evening with lighted candles. With two individuals por8
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traying Mary and Joseph (and sometimes with a donkey),
the group sings carols and makes their way to the first stop.
The pilgrims or peregrinos go from place to place seeking
shelter but are rejected at first by the “innkeepers.” Eventually, the group arrives at the final house and is welcomed
into the home, singing “Enter, Enter, Holy Pilgrims.”
Once the group arrives at the final house, traditional songs, such as “Canción para pedir posada,” are
sung and then followed by Scripture readings and prayers.
The evening concludes with a festive meal and activities for
children.
This tradition, steeped in God’s hospitality, reminds
the participants that Christians must show hospitality to the
poor and marginalized. Las Posadas can help parish communities deepen their devotion to the Holy Family. This is a
festive and prayerful way to celebrate Advent and meditate
on the Holy Family’s journey to Bethlehem.
Simbang Gabi – Simbang Gabi is a nine-day Advent devotion that has been celebrated in the Philippines since the
sixteenth century. Like Las Posadas, these “Dawn Masses,”
begin on December 16 and end on December 24 with the
Misa de Gallo (Rooster’s Mass). The Filipino celebration
has roots in Mexico, when in 1587 the pope allowed outdoor
Masses for Christmas since the celebration was too large to
hold indoors.
Liturgically, these nine Masses are intended to
help the community prepare their hearts and minds to receive the Christ Child at Christmas. They are also celebrated as a nine-day novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Tradition says that these nine days corresponded to the nine-day
harvest festivals once held by the Filipino community.
During the nine days, Mass is traditionally celebrated outside in the early morning before sunrise, hence
the name Rooster’s Mass. This practice was intended to
accommodate the farmers who could attend Mass early and
then get into the fields for harvest. When the first sounds of
dawn rang out, the family made their way to the church for
the festivities. In the United States today, some parishes
celebrate these Masses earlier in the evening to accommodate modern work schedules.
The making of decorations called parol is a Filipino
tradition that continues today. The parol is a paper lantern
that commemorates the Star of Bethlehem. Since these
Masses were celebrated before dawn, the lanterns helped
guide farmers and their families to Mass. You might consider asking the art and environment team at your parish if you
and others could make parols and decorate the space for
these liturgies. Even though it is Advent, at these Masses,
because of special permissions, the priest wears white
vestments and the assembly sings the “Glory to God.” Other
traditional songs include, “Pasko na Naman” (It’s Christmas
Again), and “Himig Pasko.” Once the liturgy is concluded,
the community continues the celebration with food and conversation. Traditional treats include puto, kutsinta, and bibingka. If you missed this celebration this year, mark your
calendars for the coming year and take part in the festivities.
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Winter Gala
February 10, 2018
at 6:30 p.m.

$50.00 per ticket
Seating for 8-10 per table
Live & Silent Auctions
 Casino Entertainment

 Appetizer Dinner
Beer & Wine Bars
Live Music

If

you are interested in attending
Please contact Renee Mikonowicz at 415-3709 or Melissa Brandt at 393-3741.

Parish Information
HOME & HOSPITAL VISITS
If you have a family member who is hospitalized or homebound
and needs a visit, please call the Parish Center and ask for Deacon
Tom.
ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY
Envelopes for your contributions can be picked up in the church
entry and placed in the regular collection basket and marked, St.
Vincent de Paul. New members are always welcome. Large item
donations call the store at 524-7714. Pick-ups are Saturday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call Deacon Tom at 524-2412 or 415-1165. (You must be able to
get into and out of a car).
PRAYER LINE
Please call 768-7014 or 415-1165 if you have special concerns and
would like a group of people to pray for your intentions; or if you
would like to join this ministry of prayer.
SACRAMENTS
For information regarding the Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony
or Reconciliation refer to our website or call the parish office.
Website: www.sacred-heart-online.org
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